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Book Review of “The Smart Wife: Why Siri, Alexa, and Other
Smart Home Devices Need a Feminist Reboot”

Chin-Chih An
Abstract

The core concern of the book “The Smart Wife” lies in integrating feminist thought into
the field of contemporary smart home technologies and queering the role of the “smart wife.”
This approach advocates for according equal respect to both robots and humans, thereby
aiding in the development of human beings as moral agents. Such respect extends across
various domains including domestic tasks, social interactions, ecological responsibilities,
and sexual relations, promoting a kind-hearted (man-kind) treatment in all these areas. This
approach highlights the dignity and appropriate attitude that should characterize mankind. This
article introduces the book’s purpose and summary, and engages in a dialogue with related
texts, arguing that this book is beneficial for the awakening of consumer consciousness and is
a pioneering work that emphasizes gender equality for designers.
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